
CENTRO DE CAPITANES DE ULTRAMAR 
Y OFICIALES DE LA MARINA MERCANTE

1918-2018



Early 20th Century



On June 3rd, 1903 Luis Scalese, together with a group of Officers,
founded the "Merchant Marine Officers Center“.

Between 1907 and 1910 other centers were created, but they did 
not last as they were practically clubs for officers. 

Before the founding

Captains and Officers together with the Maritime Workers Federation participated in 
different strikes.



September 6th, 1918 
“Centro de Capitanes de Ultramar, Pilotos y
Pilotines de la Marina Mercante Nacional”

The Founding



"Tragic Week".  

Between January 7th and 19th, police repression reached
800 dead.

The Maritime Workers Federation actively participated in the general strike. 

January 1919 



1921. Thirteen months on
strike

1923. CCUOMM supported
Retirement Law.

1924. Four months on strike against Mihanovich
Company.

The 20´s



1928. Dodero company managed to split the 
CCUOMM creating a yellow union called 
“Shipmasters´ Association”

“Shipmasters´ Association”

.1930.
Growth of the national 

fleet / CCUOMM 
members



CCUOMM faces the most powerful of the national 
shipowners

The 30´s

CCUOMM requests to raise the professional level 
of Pilots

CCUOMM requests the 
revision of the Maritime 

Ordinances and 
denounces officials.

In 1936 Dodero fleet reached 379 ships
(250,000 tons.)



1941. The "State Merchant Fleet" is
created.

State Merchant Fleet



1943

25th Anniversary



C.G.G.M.A.

1948. General Confederation of 
Maritime    

Trade Unions and Allied is 
created.

CCUOMM had active participation in 
the decisions of the ILO and the ITF

First logo



The “Great Strike”

1950. From May to August, maritime unions
maintained a strike for their union recognition.
ITF supported the strike with international
boycotts. The General Confederation of
Workers (CGT) and the government
considered that it was a political strike.



The 50´s

After the great strike of 1950 the
CGGMA disappeared. CCUOMM was
incorporated into a new organization
created from the CGT called Argentine
Maritime Association.

1951. The Argentine Overseas Navigation Fleet is created



National fleet

YEAR PASSENGERS FREIGHT 
TONS

1947 1.9 millons 575,400

1951 17.6 millons 866.700

Growth from 1939 to 1951
World Fleet 31%

Argentina Fleet 286.6%



1961. Argentine Maritime Lines Company (ELMA) 
was created.

E.L.M.A.



1962. CCUOMM began to publish a printed bulletin informing everything that 
happens in the institution itself and in the maritime sector. In addition, social and 
union notes, and technical reports.

CCUOMM Bulletin



1968 - 50° Anniversary



1973. The Retirement and Pension Compensation Fund
was created.

1975. A Collective Bargaining Agreement, which would govern the activity until
1991, was signed

with the main chambers of national shipowners.

1974. IFSMA was founded. In the early 80's the CCUOMM
joined that.

1976. The Assistant Secretary General of the
CCUOMM,

Mario Pantaleo Ábalos, disappeared.
His body was recognized in 2010.

Carlos Enrique Arias Solanes has been
missing since
December 30th, 1977.

The 70´s



Malvinas War

1982. Military action to recover Malvinas 
Islands.

In the military confrontation, merchant marine
played an important role. There were ships
attacked and several crew died. April 2th is the
national holiday in memory of the Civil
Veterans of Malvinas.



Since 1986, CCUOMM has been involved in a campaign to defend the state fleet 
and the national flag.

The 80´s



Cabotage with flags of convenience

1991. A Presidential Decree authorizes national 
shipowners to register their ships in foreign 
registers.

The members of CCUOMM entrust the
Presidency to Captain Marcos R. Castro,
who initiates a transcendental change in
the strategy of the institution in order to
defend the jobs and resist the destruction
of the Argentine Merchant Marine.





M.T.A
.

1994. CCUOMM and other unions founds the Argentine Workers Movement 
(MTA), leading several 

strikes and national mobilizations against the neoliberal policies supported 
by the government.

1994. The President of CCUOMM is elected Vice 
President of 

the International Transport Workers' Federation 
(ITF).



1995

In order to maintain their jobs, 80 
Members of CCUOMM establish a 
work cooperative for the commercial 
exploitation of two ships.

M/V Pte. Ramón Castillo M/V La Rioja



Resisting the crisis

1997. Despite the
serious crisis that
affected the sector,
CCUOMM decided to
build its new
headquarters with the
voluntary contribution of
several members.

1998. The CCUOMM Retirement and Pension Compensation Fund was close to
bankruptcy. The idea proposed by the President to reconvert the system, create a
new fund and approve a new Statute was approved in a historic Assembly. This was
possible thanks to the solidarity of the Members.



CCUOMM against the unregulated capture of 
squid by foreign fishing vessels in our Exclusive 
Economic Zone.

1999

November 25th, 1999. 
Nautical School 

celebrated its 200th 
anniversary.



"Delivery" of our foreign trade

The government policy of the 90s liquidated the
large state companies. It also allowed private
owners within the national cabotage, breaching its
obligations regarding safety, employment, taxes



The 30th Annual General Assembly expressed its full
support for the Argentine Government repeal of
Decree No. 1772/91 which will establish the basis
for rebuilding the Argentine Merchant Marine.

2004

Normalization of the Argentine Confederation of Transport Workers 
(CATT). Captain Castro is elected as Secretary for International 

Affairs.



The return to the Argentine flag

Decree 1010/2004

August 2004.
Speech by Captain Castro at the 

Government House.





2006. The Secretary General of the
International Maritime Organization visits the
CCUOMM headquarters.

CCUOMM in the international field

Captain Castro was part of the team
(2001-2005) who negotiated with the
shipowners the final text of the
Maritime Labor Convention (MLC
2006).

2007. Captain Castro presents the Work 
in Fishing 

Convention for approval by the 
Assembly.



Tribute to the President of CCUOMM

2007. The recovery of the Retirement Compensation Fund was formally 
recognized by the Members of the Board, who decided to impose the 
name "Captain Marcos R. Castro"



Goals won and lost

2007. At the request of the CCUOMM and
with financial support, a ship of a national
shipowner was put at the disposal of the
Nautical School in order to Cadets could
meet the minimum STCW requirements.

2008. CCUOMM carried out industrial
actions claiming to the shipowners a bonus
for Masters and Officers to compensate tax
deductions. The issue became relevant
when the newspapers began to report a
possible shortage of fuel. Unfortunately, the
rest of the maritime unions not only opposed
the claim, but also publicly attacked
CCUOMM.



42º ITF Congress - México 
2010

June 2009. Ministry of Labor approves the Collective Bargaining Agreement
negotiated between

CCUOMM and the Chamber of National Shipowners.

October 2009. CCOMM agreed with the Shipowners' Chamber to raise the 
coefficient of Leave Days  

to 0.80 for each boarding day.

ITF “Round Table” - Casablanca 
2012



Maritime Simulator

.2013.
CCUOMM together with SOMU inaugurate the Maritime Simulator for training and 

certification STCW.



Executive 
Board

2014-2018



Merchant Marine Law

November 30th, 2017. Congress
sanctioned the Law that governs the
activity of the Merchant Marine. The
advice and active participation of the
CCUOMM was essential and
fundamental for the drafting of its
Articles, and to achieve the necessary
consensus among politicians, employers
and trade unions.

Dinner with Senators
and Deputies at
CCUOMM
headquarters.



Complejo Aurora I y II

Investments of the Retirement Compensation Fund



CCUOMM Medical Care

CCUOMM through prestigious private medical 
providers gives all its members high-quality 
medical services.

Building acquired by CCUOMM to
turn it into a High Complexity Medical
Diagnostic Center.



CCUOMM Social Care

The recreation complex "Green Valley" is
an area of 40,000 m2 with facilities to
spend the day with family.



Women´s Policy

The CCUOMM maintains a policy of empowerment of our women colleagues for 
over 30 years.

The Collective 
Bargaining 

Agreement signed 
by CCUOMM 

guarantees the 
Rights of Women on 
board at the highest 
level in the world.

Since 2010, a woman
is in charge of our
Secretariat of Labor
Affairs.



Youth Commission participates in all national and international activities
related to the subject, especially for insertion into the workplace and their
involvement in the trade union movement.

Youth Policy



Professional 
Seminars

Annually, the Secretariat of
Technical Affairs and Training
organizes seminars and
workshops on all matters of
interest to members.



STCW Certificates

The Foundation

The Foundation “ENN Manuel Belgrano", approved and
certified by the Enforcement Authority, dictates all the
theoretical and practical courses required and recommended
by the STCW Code for Seafarers.



CCUOMM Publishing House



Cultural Events



Community
Assistance



100 years





Thanks!


